ROYAL ST. JAMES COURSE GUIDE

A BOBBY BOLIN DESIGN
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Hole 1							442 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 10
Hell’s Passage

Driver can be used off the tee but avoid the fairway bunkers at all costs. The landing area is pretty forgiving. The second shot goes up to an elevated green. The best place to miss on the second shot is long because of the wall in front of the green and the bunkers right and left. You will face a tough putt on this green no matter where the pin is.
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Hole 2							483 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 8
Gorse Source

You will start off with a blind tee shot on this par 4 with one bunker coming up on the left. Other than the bunker anything left of the fairway is almost just as good as being in the fairway. The second shot is back downhill to a two-tiered green with a bunker coming in play behind the green. Avoid adding too much spin to the approach shot, especially when the pin is in the back of the green. The ball just may spin off the front.
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Hole 3							167 Yards
Par 3							Handicap 18
King’s Crown

This hole got its name because the green seems to be on a crown with bunkers surrounding it. Missing the green by too much means an uphill chip or explosion shot to a slopy green.
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Hole 4							569 Yards
Par 5							Handicap 6
Fore Right!

With a steady wind at your back the lower fairway can be reached. If not, a layup off the tee will probably be the best option. This hole got its name due to generations of golfers being so scared of all the gorse left of the fairway that they sliced the ball into the thick right rough or a bunker over there. Any drive not past the first bunker will turn this into a three-shot hole. Be careful of the deep bunker in front of the green.
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Hole 5							346 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 14
Careful

Careful is the first of two dogleg right par 4s. If you can bomb the ball and get it up quickly this green is possible to drive. The best way to play this hole, however, is to be "careful". Five wood or three iron is the best choice off the tee. The second shot just CANNOT be short or a certain death awaits you. The two bunkers in front of the green are the two hardest bunkers to get out of on the course. There is a very large false front on this green as well, so any shot to the back is the best play.
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Hole 6							441 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 4
Scottish Love

One thing the Scottish love is that very tall weed rough, called fescue. There is plenty of that on this dogleg right par four. If you keep the ball straight this can be a really simple hole. The only problems around the green are two bunkers and not a lot of short grass.
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Hole 7							218 Yards
Par 3							Handicap 16
Sandpit

Sandpit is a decent length, downhill par three. The distinctive feature of this hole is the bunker left of the green known as the Sandpit. Beware of the odd shape of this bunker if you are the unfortunate type. A shot towards the middle of the green is a safe play if the pin is cut over the bunker.
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Hole 8							507 Yards
Par 5							Handicap 12
Oh My Gorse!

Tall grass and gorse dominate this three shot par 5. Only a fool would attempt to reach the second fairway, but if that fool is successful he (or she) just made this hole at least ten times easier.
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Hole 9							483 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 2
Accuracy

An accurate tee shot is necessary on this medium length par 4. A few fairway bunkers are ready to eat any stray golf balls on this hole. A real bad hook could end up in the gorse on the left. This is a multi-sloping green with one bunker to worry about.
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Hole 10							309 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 17
Panorama

The short par four tenth offers a great view of the mountains surrounding Royal St. James. Since the hole is only 310-320 yards you will not have too long to admire the surroundings. The hole is very short but also extremely uphill. The bunker in front of the green is positioned to catch a tee shot without enough power. The front of this green is pretty flat but it gets very hilly toward the back. This is one of the few good holes to be aggressive on.
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Hole 11							452 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 11
Stratosphere

The eleventh hole is called Stratosphere because it has the highest average elevation on the course. If you absolutely have to end up in a bunker off the tee make sure it's the one without a wall around it. The green slopes from back to front.

[image: ]


[image: ]

[image: ]

Hole 12							186 Yards
Par 3							Handicap 15
Misery Island

You get your first look at St. James' Way on the par three twelfth hole. The tee shot is 35 feet downhill to an island green. Surrounding the green is not water, though; it's a very large bunker that is unavoidable if you miss the green. Playing 180-190 yards it's not too long of a hole.
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Hole 13							491 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 9
Fisher’s Wall

A long time ago, when Royal St. James (the golf course, not the person) was young, fishermen used to sit on the wall that runs parallel to this hole. There was a large lake, Loch St. James that was terrific for fishing next to the wall. They would be able to watch golfers struggle on the longest par four on the course and fish at the same time. Once, though, a fisherman was struck by an errant duck-hook. He fell off the wall and rolled into Loch St. James. Some say he drowned, some say he got out of the water and went after the golfer, and some say he was eaten by a sea monster. Whatever the case, no one ever sits on the wall anymore. In case you were wondering, the ball ended up back in play after striking the spectator and the golfer went on to make a spectacular par save.
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Hole 14							610 Yards
Par 5							Handicap 13
Last Chance

On a normal day at Royal St. James the fourteenth hole is probably your last chance to play catch up. There are several different approaches to this par five. The safest is to lay up short of the fairway bunker but the new equipment has taken that bunker out of play. Most players will hit driver over that bunker. For power hitters the fairway comes out to the right with a bunker right in the middle. Putting your tee shot there leaves you much closer to the green but missing that part of the fairway could be disastrous. For those not going for the green, there are two areas to lay up to. The right side is easier to get to but will leave you farther from the green than the left. Going for the green in two means missing the large bunker right in front of the green. Once the ball is passed the bunker everything rolls right down towards the green.
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Hole 15							490 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 3
St. James’ Watch

Imagine this; a links hole without any bunkers. The problem on this hole is the distance. Most golfers like to roll the ball up to a green like this, but that is not possible here because the fescue will eat up any ball that goes through it. Watch out for a front-right pin position, it's a toughie.
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Hole 16							464 Yards
Par 4							Handicap 5
Highlands

Looking out to the right will give you a great view of Royal St. James. This is a split fairway hole. Laying up will leave you with a very tough approach to a green where it is best if you can fly the ball there, especially with a pin behind the bunker on the left side. To attack that pin you will have to aim to the left and hope the slope brings it back to the green. If you miss left, you'll be left with a very hard chip downhill, where golfers are known to chip it over the green even if they fly the ball five inches in the air.
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Hole 17							205 Yards
Par 3							Handicap 7
Checkmate

Hole seventeen goes downhill ninety feet. You absolutely have to control the spin on this shot, or else it will spin right off the front of the green and roll back into the creek. Always aim for the back of the green off the tee. Be sure to admire the view of the golf course. The 17th hole marks the spot where the golf course finishes beating you, hence the name Checkmate. The 18th hole is what's left to eat you up.
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Hole 18							555 Yards
Par 5							Handicap 1
Gorsebuster

This hole will prove whether or not you are really a "Gorsebuster.” Don't go through the fairway off the tee, or you will have to chip back into the fairway due to the thick gorse that is impossible to get over. You must decide from there whether you will lay up into the next section of fairway, the one beyond that, or go for the green. Anything that hits the fairway in front of the green could roll back over 110 feet into the water hazard or a bunker. If it ends up in the bunker you better start praying, because par is no longer an option. You will most likely play a sideways shot into the rough so the ball doesn't roll away. A pin on the left tier of the green is virtually inaccessible from more than 150 yards away. This is by far the hardest hole on the entire course.
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